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Jamie Callan, assistant director of the Center for Intelligent Information Retrieval in
Aoaherst. assists Alice Zedonis, a fourth-grade teacher from the Neil A. Pepin School
in finding information on Mesopotamia using NIKI, an experimental Internet browser
designed for children. The browser is being piloted in Easthampton's Pepin and Center
schools.

Browser for children tested

Easthampton teachers try new UMass software
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EASTHAMPTON — Before rescarch institute affiliated with ~attending _ sessions  three

students even arrive at the Neil  the University of Massachusetts —mornings a week.

A Popin and Center elementary that  designs customized  Educators at the two schools

Ahoots at 9 a.m. each morning, database programs. The browser, say NIKI will give Center and

learning is going on there. Whieh has a special search Pepin students access to the
T6s the teachers who are engine to be used specifically by ~research power of the Internel,

leatning,  attending  training _children, is being piloted in two but only to materials specifical-

Sessions on using NIKI, an exper. of Easthampton's elementary ly tailored by teachers to the

imental child-centered Internet  schools.
browser designed by the Center  “Its a bit of trial and error. M See SOFTWARE/Page 12




Daily Hampshire Gazette, Northampton, Massachusetts.  October 17, 1998.

[image: image2.jpg]B Continued from page 11

y, children's ages and to their indi-
g vidual class projects,

Because NIKI allows teachers
to more or less control what
children find on the Internet, there
are fewer worries about students
accessing malerial at (0o high a
¢ reading level or in some other way
e inappropriate.

'S Although NIKI was not created
specifically to prevent children
from aceidentally  accessing
pornographic materials on the
Internet, the strong filters built
Y into the' program will also help
eliminate most of those issues,
We don't promise that some-
thing might not get through that
is inappropriate, but this allows
teachers a lot’ more control,”
CIIR's assistant executive dircctor
Jamie Callan.
Callan helped bring the pilot

Program to Center and Pepin
schools after serving on  the
Center and Pepin_ councils for
three years. His daughter is 4
student there

“It was depressing. The school
budgetis about as low as the state
allows, so it fs difficult for the
school to keep s library and class.
room materials up'to-date. |
realized the Internet could he
solution,” said Callan. “However,
it would only be a solution if kids
could find what they needed easily,
and if teachers could keep control
of the process

According Lo Clinton Burt, prin-
cipal of Center and Pepin schools
, Callan offered NIKI to the two
schools after hearing about the
schools’ struggles to”find books
that met the state’s new curricu.
lum requirements

“Right now, we domt have
enough money to buy the text.

books we need, and in some cascs,
the books being written to fit the
new curriculum haven't even been
finished yet,” said Burt

The group began working with
NIKI when school opened in Sep-
tember. When they started, some
teachers had lttle experience with
the Windows computer environ:
ment and no expericnce with the
Internet.

Turton said he would like even-
tually to have all his teachers use
the Internet to find materials that
supplement texthooks,

For example, fourth-grade
teachers are required by the state
fo teach ancient civilizations, &
topic that was taught at (he
sixth-grade level in many schools
around the state. Finding texts on
the topic written for fourth-
graders has been next to
impossible, say teachers.

But NIKI has allowed teachers

to find and adapt sixth-grade
material found on the Internet
“That’s the big advantage of using
the Internet; you're not just
confined to uSing the school
library or public library,” said
Zedonis,

Of course, onc concern teachers
are mindful of is the promise that
Internet browsers dangle before
students:  research ~ without
legwork

But teachers said the key is not
o let a computer ever replace the
invaluable investigative  skills
gained in a library, by using ency.
clopedias, atlases * and * other
reference malerials, They aim (o
make the Internet just another
research tool in students’ arsenal,
It's imperative to get those
(other) research skills under your
belt before you use the Internet,
said Brenda Ryan, a teacher at
Center School,





