To Whom It May Concern

We are writing to introduce ourselves to your organization and to bring to your attention some recent events that may interest you in the context of Pakistan’s current affairs, specifically regarding our alma mater, the Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS). 

We represent the Executive Committee of the B.Sc. (Hons) Alumni of LUMS. The first class of Bachelors graduates from LUMS were admitted in 1994 and graduated in 1997. Today, there are more than 300 graduates from the LUMS Bachelors program occupying a diverse range of positions in businesses, non-profit organizations, media and academia in Pakistan and abroad. Roughly 50% of all B.Sc. graduates from LUMS have gone on to receive graduate degrees from institutions such as Oxford, Cambridge, LSE, Cornell, Stanford and Carnegie-Mellon. Many of us are currently completing Ph.D.’s from universities in the US and the United Kingdom. By the Grace of Almighty God, we have been successful in whatever endevours we have indulged in, and we maintain a firm resolve to ultimately play a role in the development of Pakistan, as envisioned by its founders, as a nation that is economically, socially and morally sound as well as geographically and ideologically secure. 

As former students of LUMS, we hold the interests of that institution very dear to us. During our time in LUMS we had the great fortune of being exposed to the highest quality of education and the inculcation of a strong sense of moral duty and responsibility. Our teachers from LUMS have been vital ingredients in our success. In the years to come, we fully expect to continue to reap the benefits of the education that LUMS afforded us. 

We feel that the responsibility of alumni groups like ourselves is to help maintain the high level of quality education, both academic and personal that we received. It is in this spirit that we established the LUMS B.Sc. Alumni Association in 1997. 

We feel that LUMS continues to produce students that consistently prove to have a high degree of intellectual and professional motivation and integrity. In recent days however, the ex-Dean of LUMS, Dr. Wasim Azhar has been the subject of a number of allegations of unethical activities while conducting his professional duties. 

Upon the verification of some of these allegations of ethical misdoings, Dr. Azhar was released from his position as Dean on (fill date). This decision, as we have learnt from the LUMS Administration was taken after enormous deliberation and a thorough investigation of the facts. It was proven beyond the scope of reasonable doubt that Dr. Azhar was indeed involved in a number of activities that violated the trust and responsibility that he was entrusted with as the Dean of LUMS. 

We are very sorry that Dr. Azhar left LUMS under such unfortunate circumstances. As former students of his, we are grateful to him for the academic environment that he was certainly part of creating. More importantly however, we are deeply offended by the notion of the LUMS Dean’s involvement in unethical activities. 

We have been assured by the LUMS Board of Directors, as well as by current faculty and staff at LUMS of the university’s continued commitment to both a superior academic environment, and the highest standards of ethics and integrity. 

We feel that public figures, such as heads of educational institutions, are entrusted with a great level of responsibility. Any failure to conduct affairs in a manner that is consistent with absolute and complete honesty, transparency and accountability is unacceptable to us. 

In light of this we pursue a policy of zero-tolerance. The violation of a trust—such as that of the ex-Dean and his students—is the most serious of offences. 

We feel that Dr. Azhar’s unfortunate pursuit of unethical activities renders him ineligible for any degree of involvement in a public activity related to Pakistan and its betterment. This includes but is not limited to teaching, mentoring and management. We hope that your organization shares our commitment to integrity, transparency and accountability. 

Pakistan is a country that is in a state of flux. We require leaders and builders upon whom the burden of responsibility for the nation’s development can be placed without fear of any violation of the nation’s trust. 

The Executive Committee of the LUMS B.Sc. Alumni Association feels that we represent, among many others, a growing pool of future leaders of Pakistan. We believe that integrity, transparency and accountability are critical elements of leadership, and we look forward to the day that Pakistan is governed in a manner that is consistent with those values. 

Finally we hope that our organizations can work together in the future to further the goal of Pakistan’s development. If you have any questions regarding this letter, or our organization’s activities, please call or e-mail the focal point for your geographic region. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Executive Committee, 

LUMS B.Sc. Alumni Association

