
GISTutorial Data Files


A challenging aspect of learning GIS is the loading and saving of the GISTutorial data files.  

GISTutorial has map layers ranging from the world to the United States to city neighborhood blocks.  The more you zoom into an area, the more detail there is.  Neighborhoods have the most map detail, with street curbs and centerlines, land parcel boundaries, building footprints, and street address-based administrative data.  GISTutorial is a sample of the above data sets and uses approximately 200 MB of disk space.

When working on GISTutorial tutorials and homework problems, you MUST store the GISTutorial files in the C:\GISTUTORIAL folder and click RELATIVE PATHS in the project (see chapter one and the instructions below for how to do this).  Many of the project paths are already pointing to this folder and TA's will not have another drive when grading the assignments. 

DO NOT work from any other location (e.g. a folder with your name). Some of the files are only pointed to and the TA will not be able to access them if they are not in C:\GISTUTORIAL.
The GISTUTORIAL files will be deleted every night, so be sure to make a backup to your personal location on the server or to another disk.

Saving Homework Files

A folder "Answers" is located in C:\GISTUTORIAL (C:\GISTUTORIAL\ANSWERS).   You will store ALL homework and case assignments here.  Homework and Case assignments require input files listed in each assignment. You will be creating output files for each assignment.  There will be a variety of files to submit and each assignment lists the files to submit that week. Please follow these instructions carefully. 

Homework File Example

For example, there are 3 files to submit in the first homework assignment. You will save these files in a folder called C:\GISTUTORIAL\ANSWERS\ASSIGNMENT1\  Files stored in any other folder will be returned and the homework must be redone in the proper location.

Files for assignment 1:

C:\GISTUTORIAL\Answers\Assignment1\Exercise1-1.mxd (ArcView Project File)

C:\GISTUTORIAL\Answers\Assignment1\Exercise1-2.mxd (ArcView Project File)

C:\GISTUTORIAL\Answers\Assignment1\Exercise1-1.doc (Word Document with answers to questions)

NOTE: The ArcView projects that you create will "point to" map files and data files that already exist in the C:\GISTUTORIAL\ folder on your computer. ArcView does not make redundant copies of these files in its .mxd projects. For example, an ArcView project may expect that certain components will be on paths such as C:\GISTUTORIAL\World\Country for a map of countries in the world. You will not e-mail these existing maps to us. Instead, we will use our own copies of the maps on our computers, on identical paths (e.g., C:\GISTUTORIAL\World\Country). We will just plug in the new components that you create and send to us. That saves a lot of time and file space in submitting assignments – the map files are HUGE. Please be sure to ask questions if you have trouble understanding what needs to be turned in.  

Later assignments get more complicated. You will begin editing files and will need to turn in the edited layers.
Turning in one ZIP File

There are too many files to be submitted separately. You will submit a single zipped file, using PKZip or WinZip. 

NOTE: Please refer documents for ZIPPING even if you are familiar with ZIP programs. A few setting MUST be set for us to read the files properly.

Include your andrewID and the homework number in the file name. For example, suppose your andrewID is "kurland", the file naming convention for you would be kurlandhwk1.zip (which includes C:\GISTUTORIAL\Answers\Assignment1\ Exercise1-1.mxd, C:\GISTUTORIAL\Answers\Assignment1\ Exercise1-2.mxd, and C:\GISTUTORIAL\Answers\Assignment1\ Exercise1-1.doc, all with full paths).
Setting relative paths in ArcMap
If you wish to work on a drive other than C:\, you need to save ALL projects as relative paths. The following steps explain how to do this.
1. Launch ArcMap.
2. Click File, Map Properties…
3. Click the Data Source Options…button.
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4. Click the Store relative path names option.
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