
VSCode



VSCode

Lightweight, streamlined version of Visual Studio 
Highly configurable + customizable

Install here

https://code.visualstudio.com/


Major Features

Get Started with VSCode here

IntelliSense Run + Debug Built-in Git Integration Extensions

https://code.visualstudio.com/docs/introvideos/basics


⬡ You can access the Command Palette using:
○ Ctrl+Shift+P or F1 on Windows/Linux
○ ⇧⌘P or F1 on macOS

⬡ This is your VSCode search engine; use it to look for and run 
any command you can think of in VSCode!

⬡ You can look at the complete list of keyboard shortcuts:
○ Here for Windows
○ Here for macOS
○ Here for Linux

One Shortcut to Rule Them All

https://code.visualstudio.com/shortcuts/keyboard-shortcuts-windows.pdf
https://code.visualstudio.com/shortcuts/keyboard-shortcuts-macOS.pdf
https://code.visualstudio.com/shortcuts/keyboard-shortcuts-linux.pdf


⬡ Make VSCode more powerful! 
⬡ Thousands of extensions 

○ Language support
○ Workflow tools 
○ Productivity
○ Appearance 

⬡ Find the VSCode Extension Marketplace here 

Extensions 

https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/VSCode


Remote - SSH Extension

⬡ Allows you to work on a remote machine while taking advantage of VSCode 
features

⬡ Super useful for classes that require you to work on the andrew machines 
⬡ Frees you from the limitations of Vim

https://code.visualstudio.com/docs/remote/ssh


The Best of Both Worlds: Vim + VSCode  

⬡ Vim keybindings + VSCode capabilities 
⬡ You can use your mouse :)

○ No more set mouse=a

https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=vscodevim.vim


LaTeX Workshop 

⬡ Build LaTeX and preview PDF all within VSCode 

https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=James-Yu.latex-workshop


Gitlens 

⬡ Git = version control software (more to come soon) 
⬡ Extensive git capabilities on top of VSCode’s  
⬡ Line-by-line blame (i.e. who wrote what) 
⬡ Collaboration is important! 

https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=eamodio.gitlens


Live Share

⬡ Use Live Share to work on files collaboratively, like Google Docs but with 
code!

https://code.visualstudio.com/learn/collaboration/live-share


⬡ provides AI-assisted development features for Python, 
TypeScript/JavaScript and Java developers in Visual Studio 
Code, with insights based on understanding your code context 
combined with machine learning

⬡ Basically recommendation completions. Saves time

Visual Studio Intellicode

https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=VisualStudioExptTeam.vscodeintellicode


Instagram........??

(this is mostly a joke, but if you use this and find it fun then power to you :) )

https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=bar9.stories


… and so much more! 

⬡ FiraCode | Monospaced font with ligatures (e.g. ≠ vs. != or ≥ vs. >= etc.) 
⬡ TODO Highlight | Highlight any TODO’s/README’s/keywords to make them pop
⬡ Bracket Pair Colorizer 2 | Color code pairs of brackets for easy reading ((())) 
⬡ Code Spell Checker | Especially useful when latex-ing
⬡ Path Intellisense | Autocomplete filenames 
⬡ CodeSnap | Capture screenshots of your code 
⬡ Random Everything | Generate random numbers, strings, dates, etc. 
⬡ SFTP | Remote file exploration, upload/download 
⬡ Language support (syntax highlighting, better intellisense, etc.)

○ Python for 15-112
○ c0 for 15-122 (created by the course staff!)
○ C/C++ for 15-122
○ SML for 15-150

https://github.com/tonsky/FiraCode/wiki/VS-Code-Instructions
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=wayou.vscode-todo-highlight
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=CoenraadS.bracket-pair-colorizer-2
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=streetsidesoftware.code-spell-checker
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=christian-kohler.path-intellisense
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=adpyke.codesnap
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=helixquar.randomeverything
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=liximomo.sftp
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=ms-python.python
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=15122staff.c0-lsp
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=ms-vscode.cpptools
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=freebroccolo.sml


Personalization 

Give your editor a glow up with
color themes and icon themes

Find a lot of ~aesthetic~ themes here

Use Ctrl+K Ctrl+T to access your themes

dark themes >> light themes

https://vscodethemes.com/


settings.json

⬡ Controls workspace and global settings (shocker) 
○ Language specific or project specific settings 
○ Examples: line length, formatting on save, extension settings 



Resources

⬡ We’ve barely scratched the surface - there’s still so much more you can do! 
⬡ Useful sources of info: 

○ The VSCode welcome page (what you see when VSCode opens)
○ The Official VSCode Tips and Tricks 
○ Curated list of useful VSCode packages/resources 
○ The VSCode website 

https://code.visualstudio.com/docs/getstarted/tips-and-tricks#vsc-learn
https://viatsko.github.io/awesome-vscode/

